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22 SEP 1965

NEMORANOUN FOR: Director of Central Intelligence
SUBJECT : CORGHA Improvement Program

REFERENCE ! BNemorandum from Dr. NcMillan to
Deputy Becretary of Defenss and DCI ’
dated 20 July 1965 (attached)

1. This semorandum is for your information.

2. Dr. McMillan's comments oa the CORONA Improvement
Frogrom are, in effect, a status report as of that date.
The validity of his document hasg been tltersd somewhat by
the events which have sccurred simce thea, primarily, those
regulting from the aew NRO Agreement.

3. The CORGNA Improvement Progrem, in esmence, ig

centered about the camera modificatiom which »ill provide

& tventy to thirty per ceat gain in resolution, as well ap
the capability to operate at lower altitudes, thus offering
« better scale factor. Although we have imitiated our work
| effort at Itek, the camera company, reluctaace by the NRO

; to approve certain essential supporting work at LESC asd G
has resulted in program slippage already of two moaths from
the date specified by Dr. McNillas. '

| 4. In vorking out the implementation procedures

| the new NRO Agreement with Mr. James Reber nd#
, ve have commenced to sort out the deta of

f o Eation and how we should proceed. Unfortusately,
i upoa his return from leave, Dr. McMillan has not feund

|’ our preliminary joiat solutions to hig satisfasction. €e
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are optimistic that a proper snd logical resclutiea even-
tuzlly will be implemented, but have concluded that further
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discussions should await Dy. Flax'g agsumption of the
D/NRO respoasibilities.

3. Ve are coafident that our resolutions will aid
Roasurably in schieving efficient and cooperative manage-
moat of the COMONA Program and that the improvements of
the canera gystem which Are now uaderway will provide
this Nation with a much-deaired recommsisgance aAsest.
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ALBERT D. YEERLON
Deputy Director
for
Science and Technology
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